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“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 

  Beginning to truly know the Lord as He is inevitably results in a change in view 

about almost everything else in the believer’s environment.  One of the most prominent 

changes has to do with how we perceive what sin is in relation to the Lord’s intention and 

expectation for us as His people. 

 The Scriptures cannot be any plainer in their declaration that we all sin and were 

born in sin, and we as believers would all agree with this.  If each of us were to look a 

little more closely at what sin is in contrast to what pleases the Lord, we may discover a 

departure from the Word in our view and definitions of sin and glory. 

 To understand how all have sinned, or missed the mark, we must first understand 

what glory is.  Glory is God dwelling in his house in such a way that He can be made 

manifest in the earth.  Glory is we living in Christ  

and Christ living in us, not for our benefit but for His sake.  It is Christ having a place to 

live and a vehicle of expression. 

 Sin is normally thought of as a morally reprehensible act.  I certainly would not 

argue that this is so, but I do question whether sin is confined to morally reprehensible 

acts alone.  For example, if a person regularly drinks to excess, it would be safe to say 

that he lives in sin.  But what about the person who is sober?  If his sober state is the 

result of living unto himself, for his own purposes and happiness, then that is sin, too.  If 

someone leaves his or her spouse, it is sin.  Yet if someone remains with his spouse all 

his life and does so by human effort, then this is sin even though it is considered an 

honorable way to live.   

 How can an honorable act and a good moral standard be equated with sin?  It has to 

do with the motive for the act.  If the motive is to better oneself, then the individual has 

missed the mark, which is the glory of God, for we cannot live unto ourselves and unto 

God simultaneously. 

 The entire universe was brought into being for the sole reason of making sons who 

would manifest the glory of God.  In whatever way a person fails to use the universe for 

its original intention and fails to order his own existence after bringing forth the glory of 

God, it is sin. 

 If the standard for living is the glory of God, then a lot of things become sin that we 

may have believed to be good before.  It is interesting to note that the Scriptures do not 

say whether the fruit of which Eve ate was good or evil.  We only know that she ate of 

the tree that bore the knowledge of both.  No matter whether she partook of the good or 

the evil, to partake of that tree at all was sin.  It was short of God’s glory because eating 

of that tree does not result in the glory of God. 

 These are stern claims for the person who trusts in his own abilities to fulfill a 

rigorous moral standard.  One might even think that this new definition of sin could be 

unfair since no one can live up to it.  Indeed, it would be safe to say that ALL have sinned 

– the sinner and saint, the religious and the profane, the mystic and the materialist – and 

come short of God’s glory. 



 The answer is not to aspire to a higher commitment or to push oneself harder to do 

what is good and right.  Anyone who is honest with themselves will quickly agree that 

such a standard of living is impossible to reach.  The answer is to see God’s answer, 

which is the Cross.  The Cross not only removed all of the acts that have fallen short of 

God’s glory.  It also removed us, the human race, whose entire existence has utterly 

missed the point – or sinned.  This answers the scriptural claim that we were all born in 

sin.  Outside of Christ, our very being misses God’s point, His mark, His target, which is 

Christ expressed, Christ increased, Christ inhabiting His people.  And so God graciously 

had us crucified with Christ and then raised up in Him, not so that we could be more 

successful at doing good things, but so that our existence would be that which fulfills its 

purpose: to be the temple of the living God. 

 To say that doing bad things is sin and doing good things attains unto God’s glory is 

a mistake of the most serious order, for this claim accepts fruit from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.  But the Lord rejected the whole tree.  To Him, feeding from 

it, whether it is good or bad, misses the entire point of our existence and that of the 

universe. 

 “Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity” (Ecc. 1:2). 

 If a vessel is not full, then it is empty, or vain.  A vessel which will not be used for 

the purpose for which it was created is meaningless.  Sin, or missing the mark, is 

emptiness, meaninglessness.  We are intended for being filled with God’s glory, and 

when we are not, it is sin, emptiness, meaningless.  The preacher in Ecclesiastes tells us 

that anything we do under the sun apart from Christ is empty meaningless living. 

 Such a description of sin forces us to realize that sin is everywhere and that it is 

almost impossible to not become entangled with it.  Living in ourselves makes us prone 

to wandering off into emptiness, but living in Christ naturally results in living unto the 

glory of God.  The answer, then, is not to try to keep from sinning but to be about being 

the vessel of the Lord’s glory. 

 The glory of God is the preeminent thing.  It is when God can freely dwell in the 

house which He created and built for that very purpose that sin is no longer an issue for 

the believer.   

 


