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 Everywhere I go, I find believers who suffer from a sense of unsettledness about 

their relationship with God in Christ.  Even among groups of believers who have been 

well taught on the finished work of the cross, there are those who struggle with a sense of 

not measuring up because they feel as though they are not doing enough, not committed 

enough, not giving enough.  This hazy sense of guilt and failure stems from feeling as 

though they are not upholding their end of their relationship with the Lord, and it keeps 

them locked in the vicious cycle of trying to live up to some vague standard of what it 

means to be a good Christian, a standard that has been devised out of their own 

imagination that cannot be lived up to, and keeps them in agreement with a false image of 

themselves and the Lord’s way of relating to them.  There is always one more thing that 

must be done, and it exactly the thing that they are not doing. 

 

 Jesus Died for Me 
 “But God commendeth his love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us.”  

Romans 5:6-8 

 

  Does this sound too simple, too immature a topic for those who would grow into 

sons of God by Christ?  As basic as this may seem, there is only one way to alleviate the 

uneasiness and anxiety that comes with such a lifestyle that is described above: to look 

away from oneself and behold the cross of Christ, whose death is the free gift of God to 

man, a gift that we can only receive and never repay. 

 In this newsletter, I would like to attempt to address this issue.  If the reader is 

tempted to dismiss the material below as being too basic, I would encourage him or her to 

remember that the work of the cross can never be so basic as to be left behind in the 

pursuit of “deeper topics”, for it is the foundation upon which the entire new creation and 

God’s eternal plan rests.  To disregard the foundation will compromise the integrity of 

the entire structure, for the Lord intended that His house be built upon the rock of the 

cross and not the shifting sand of man’s efforts.  That being said, let us look at what 

precisely the cross is in its most basic element: Jesus died for me. 

 

 Animal skins 
“For Adam also and for his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed 

them.”   

Genesis 3:21  

 

 We know that the cross entails someone else’s death.  The person who ought to be 

altered forever by the cross does not have to endure it, while Someone whose life ought 

to be exalted above every other life is sent to a death he neither needs nor deserves, and is 

thereby altered forever. 

 We see this illustrated most clearly in how God dealt with Adam and Eve’s sin.  He 

killed innocent animals, and clothed the two offenders with the skins.  The animals were 

had no part in the couple’s transgression; it was not their fault that Adam and Eve had 



gotten themselves into this impossible situation.  And yet those innocent creatures were 

the ones who paid the price for that trespass.  In this simple historical parable lies what is 

at the very heart of the cross:  Jesus died the death that should have belonged to us.  In so 

doing, He suffered more deeply and was altered more completely than what we might 

ever be able to comprehend.  He had nothing to do with man’s rebellion, and yet the 

consequences for the entirety of it were laid squarely upon His back, not ours.  Jesus paid 

the inestimable price, and we, the undeserving, without any comprehension of what it 

cost Him, enjoy the freely offered salvation that will take more than our lifetime to 

comprehend. 

 In dying for us, Jesus brought about a great salvation, a new creation, and a work 

whose reach goes far beyond the forgiveness of a few meager sins.  From this one simple 

illustration, we understand that Jesus did something for us that we could never do.  This 

is at the root of the cross, and our understanding of it.  Our coming into fellowship with 

God is based upon something that we could not do, something that God would never 

accept from us if we could do it, something that Jesus did.  Everything else concerning 

our relationship with God springs from this one substitutionary act. 

 From that point in Scripture, the only approach to God was based upon the death of 

someone other than the person who was approaching God.  Consider the sacrifices, the 

offerings, and the feasts of the Mosaic Law.  The book of Leviticus tells us that if 

someone sinned or transgressed the law, the guilty party was to bring the proper sacrifice 

to the temple.  We understand this in part.  Sin takes us out of fellowship with God, and a 

death is required to restore us to fellowship.  Believers understand that Jesus took on the 

role of the sin offering, dying to pay the price for the sins that separated us from God.  

Most believers accept this in doctrine, at the very least.  It is imperative, however, that we  

move past agreeing with the idea of it into resting our very life in the truth of it.  Until we 

do, how can we move on to maturity in the Lord? 

 Dying to pay the price for one’s own sins does not satisfy the heart of God.  

Criminals the world over are sent to death for their sins, and that does not bring them any 

nearer to the Lord.  Jesus died for us.  It is a death we could not die, and it is the only 

death the Father would accept, even if we could die such a death.  The Lord never wanted 

our death in any capacity other than that we be baptized into Christ so that we might 

believe into His death. 

 

 By This We Perceive 
 “By this perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us.”   

I John 3:16 

 

 Bound up with the cross is the idea that what Jesus offered, the Father will never 

want from you.  He does not even want you to try to be an acceptable sacrifice.  Jesus’ 

death was the only one that the Father desires or demands.  This death is pleasing to Him 

because of the nature of the death.  Not only did Jesus go to the cross for sinners, not 

having committed sin, but the motive behind doing so was in no wise attached to a 

hidden agenda to forward His own selfish interests.  The gift of Himself was given 

voluntarily and without reserve.  He had no resentment for the type of death He was to 

die, no anger or self-pity that needed to be quelled as He was stripped of his clothing, 

reputation, dignity, and general well-being.  He gave Himself freely, being motivated by 



the love that is inherent in His nature.  Only Jesus could give himself in this way, and 

only this kind of death is pleasing to the Father. 

 Jesus Christ was the perfect sacrifice.  No one else could have done what He did.  

His was the only death that the Father will ever accept.  Only He had the right motive in 

dying for others and was able to maintain the attitude that would make his death 

acceptable to the Father.  Had He grumbled and grown resentful at the unfair treatment 

He received at the hands of His brothers, His death would have been unacceptable.  In the 

words of Paul, had Jesus offered His body to be burned and had not love, that death 

would have profited nothing (cf. I Cor. 13:3). 

 The cross does not speak of just any death.  It does not speak only of someone 

dying on behalf of the sinner.  The cross speaks of the pure motive on the part of the one 

who is dying as well as the attitude maintained in the act of dying.  What will stabilize a 

believer is not only knowing the cross as a complete work, but also knowing the spirit in 

which that work was done.  That Jesus went to the cross willingly on our behalf will 

inspire us in turn to willingly put our trust in that same cross. 

 

 A Sweet Savor Offering 
 “And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto 

the LORD.”   

Leviticus 3:3 

 

 Jesus’ death is so pleasing to the Father that if any believer is ever to come to Him 

on any occasion, he must come upon the basis of this substitutionary act.  To approach 

the Lord in any capacity requires the death of a sacrifice – even if there is no sin to be 

dealt with.  Besides dealing with the necessary sacrifice for sin, Leviticus also tells us 

that to come to God when there is no sin on our part likewise requires the death of 

someone other than ourselves.  This is seen the sweet savor offering that is referred to as 

the fellowship or peace offering.  Even if an Israelite desired simply to fellowship with 

God, a substitute must first die in his place.  To simply enjoy fellowship with God 

requires the death of a lamb. 

 Even when you are having a “good” day, or nothing is going wrong, simply 

drawing close to the Lord requires that someone die on your behalf.  When sin is not a 

factor, God still does not accept you apart from the death of someone other than you.  We 

can only conclude that a substitute is required for anyone to approach the Lord for any 

reason.  The only kind of relationship that reaches the Father, then, is one based on the 

substitutionary death of the Lamb of God. 

 

 Reigning in Life 
 “Much more they who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall 

reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.”  

Romans 5:17 

 

 How many believers desire to reign in life, only to be disappointed with themselves, 

their actions, their tendencies?  Although Christ living through us is ultimately the result 

of identifying in Christ’s death, there is an even more fundamental step that must be 

wholly settled in the heart of the believer if there is to ever be a free and unfettered 



manifestation of Christ’s life: there must be a total and unabashed embracing of the 

substitutionary work of the cross.  Until we are completely established in the reality of 

Christ’s death on our behalf, we can never fully be settled in Christ living his life through 

us. 

 Why is this so?  Because all of salvation comes by grace, and all of it is based upon 

Jesus’ death upon the cross.  So Jesus dying for me is the basis for me being able to reign 

in life.  As long as we think that God wants us to offer him something, we who have 

embraced the reality of Christ living in us will think that Christ living in us is something 

we ought to be able to do, maybe even something of ourselves that we are offering to the 

Father.  We mingle, then, the free gift of Christ’s life with a human-conceived idea of 

works which claims that the Father demands a certain life out of us that we ought to be 

able to produce.  Even believers who are taught of their relationship with God in Christ 

can slip into such mingling if they are not resting firmly in the fact that the death of Jesus 

Christ was an offering that was demanded of no one but Him, and that no other offering 

will do, as far as the Father is concerned.  If you want to reign in life, you must receive 

the abundance grace that is bound up in Jesus’ substitutionary work on the cross, for the 

two cannot be separated. 

 

 By the Spirit 
 “Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect in the flesh?”   

Galatians 3:3 

 

 There is no sacrifice that we can perform, no death we can die, which will 

ultimately take the place of or supersede the work of the cross.  Likewise, no amount of 

expressing Christ will ever take the place of Jesus’ substitutionary work on the cross.  No 

matter how much we become conformed to the image of the Son, no matter how greatly 

Christ is revealed in a believer, that believer will never be accepted in himself by the 

Father for all of this.  He must ever approach the Father by the death of the Lamb, no 

matter what degree of Christ he has expressed. 

 It all comes down to this: we do not earn anything before the Father.  We did not 

earn God’s salvation at new birth, and we do not earn it now after having acquired more 

spiritual knowledge.  The life experience of every believer is enveloped in the grace of 

God, from that first prayer for salvation up to and including life everlasting.  We stand 

firm in the grace of God from beginning to end (cf. Rom. 5:2): We are redeemed by 

Jesus’ death.  We are forgiven by Jesus’ death.  We were brought to death by Jesus’ death.  

We now live by Jesus’ death.  We will only know Christ revealed by Jesus’ death.  And 

we will only manifest Christ by Jesus’ death.  There is no part of God’s eternal plan in 

which we are expected to operate apart from Jesus’ substitutionary death. 

 Never will a believer grow spiritual enough or be filled with knowledge enough to 

take Jesus’ place as the only one who could die an acceptable death.  No matter how 

conformed someone is to the image of Christ, no matter how deeply Christ has been 

revealed, the sacrifice of a believer will never, ever be acceptable in the eyes of the 

Father. 

 

 Conclusion 



 By the wisdom of God, this mysterious instrument called the cross, the innocent and 

willing spotless One goes to his death and is forever changed.  The undeserving criminal, 

along with anyone else who desires to come unto God, is called upon to accept and 

receive this work.  Any arrangement other than this one, even if it includes the death of 

one or more of the parties involved, is not the cross. 

 The heart of the cross is just this: the one who dies is not the one who needs to die, 

while the one who deserves the death is permitted all the benefits of the one who died.  It 

is not the cross if the death that is died is not the death of an innocent sacrifice.  It is not 

the cross if the person who receives its benefits is entitled to them. 

 As we go on to know the Lord, let us never lose sight of the fact that what started it 

all is that Jesus did something that we could never do.  We will never fully comprehend 

of what Jesus endured for the Father’s sake.  No matter how mature we become, no 

matter what great things the Lord is able to show us and do in us, none of it would be 

possible if Jesus had not died for us.  We will never become Jesus.  We will never be able 

to take it upon ourselves to die a death of this magnitude.  The Father never intended to 

ask such a thing of any of us.  He does have an expectation of fruit out of us, it is true.  

But this will only happen as we rest in what Jesus accomplished.  We have been placed in 

a very large land.  We do not have to bring in human standards to bring about what the 

Father desires out of us.  What was begun in the Spirit will be made perfect in the Spirit.  

To understand how completely Jesus’ death answers all of the Father’s expectations will 

put to rest any doubts and fears in the hearts of the Lord’s people.   

 


