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 Being in Christ is not about what a believer can have or obtain.  It is about all that 

Christ is.  The riches found there are beyond value or measure.  If we really understood 

living in Christ, countless problems and heartaches would never come to be.  It is the 

soul’s attachment to itself and its affection for so many earthly things that begets the 

disappointment, the disillusionment, the sorrow, and even bitterness that seem to entrap 

us within ourselves, creating a barrier between us and Christ – a barrier that exists only in 

our minds. 

 One misconception that limits our living in Christ is the idea that the believer can 

only abide in Christ in the areas of knowledge that are known to him.  In this way, the 

believer limits abiding in Christ to himself, to his own capacity for knowing things about 

being in Christ, and therefore limits his faith and himself as a vessel of Christ’s life.  The 

believer, instead of being a conduit of a free flow of life, defines and limits the life of 

Christ to the boundaries of his own personality and viewpoint. 

 I am not dismissing the need for spiritual revelation and comprehension of Christ, 

for these are indispensable to the believer who has set his course to be conformed to the 

image of Christ.  I am simply saying that limiting the relationship of being in Christ to the 

aspects and truths about  

Him that I can grasp causes us to fall woefully short of God’s glorious intention to dwell 

in His corporate house. 

 We are limited earthen vessels.  It would be impossible for the fullness of Christ to 

dwell in any one of us.  Solomon understood this, and he said, “But will God indeed 

dwell on the earth?  Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how 

much less this house that I have built!” (I Ki. 8:27).  To require the Lord to fit Himself 

into any earthen dwelling place is to limit Him. 

 To draw from one’s own personal knowledge of living in Christ, though better than 

not drawing from anything at all, is still a subtle form of making oneself the center and 

therefore drawing from oneself.  It is for this reason that a person can truly believe that he 

is dwelling in Christ to the best of his knowledge and yet still experience walls and 

roadblocks that seem to overcome him rather than him overcoming them.  After 

beginning to live in Christ, his knowledge of Christ will seem to be enough, but after 

awhile, he finds himself in various difficulties that are immune to his knowledge. 

 Paul said that we are to know the love of Christ that passes knowledge.  There is a 

place for spiritual knowledge, and then there is a time to leave that knowledge behind.  

Why?  At what time are we to leave all knowledge behind?  When it is time to be filled 

with all the fullness of God (cf. Eph. 3:19). 

 The Lord desires for us to learn to abide in the raised Christ, wherein exists His 

body, rather than in the Christ that each of us personally has and knows.  To dwell in the 

Christ that passes knowledge draws us above the boundaries of the mind and the flesh 

and opens possibilities of overcoming and expression that cannot be conceived of by the 

believer who abides in Christ after his own knowledge of Him.   

 The fullness of Christ can only be found above, in Him, and cannot be known by 

the individual, as we are told by Paul in the epistle to the Ephesians.  Nevertheless, it 



seems as though each of us comes to a season where the fullness of Christ is necessary 

both for overcoming and for expression.  In such a season, any true God-given 

knowledge of Christ seems to give way to perplexity.  If this is the case for you, then 

rejoice in your opportunity to learn to live in Christ in a whole new way, to enter a 

relationship of union that is not limited by what you do not know.  It is the chance for you 

to trust a Christ that you both know and do not know, to look away from yourself and 

your resources and permit the raised Christ to be your center. 

 It is a work of the Spirit that separates us from ourselves, our selfishness, and even 

our limited knowledge of the Lord and grafts us into Christ in a way that causes us to live 

in accordance with what we have already been made to be – the members of Christ.  As 

we make ourselves available to His working, if we will be willing to turn away from 

ourselves, we will find that the chains which have seemed entirely too normal will fall 

away in the wake of the fullness of Christ.  Furthermore, shifting from oneself being the 

center to Christ being the center will bear you up above whatever experience or season in 

your life that has been weighing you down. 

  This kind of believing into Christ will make you available as a carrier of His life 

in whole new ways.  If Christ needs not to pass through the filter of your knowledge to 

live through you, He will be free to be Himself in any situation in which you find 

yourself.  What is more, such fullness flowing through the believer will not be confined 

to the boundaries of the personality or even the thoughts and actions of the vessel.  As 

Solomon said so well, the earth cannot contain the Lord.  If a believer taps into the 

fullness of Christ that is beyond knowledge, that fullness will seek for outlets of 

expression that are beyond the believer’s ability to understand or define.   

 The Scriptures are clear.  If we abide in Christ, He will abide in us (cf. Jn. 15:4-5).  

It does not say that if we understand abiding in Christ, He will abide in us.  Abiding is an 

act of faith.  The degree to which we believe is the degree to which we will abide.  As the 

seed of the fruit is taken and sown beyond the reaches of the tree, so the fruit that is 

Christ will be sown in places the branch could never go. 

 Similarly, an arrow shot from a bow will travel to its intended mark far beyond 

the reach of the archer (cf. Ps. 127:3-5).  And an unstopped bottle of perfume will permit 

the fragrance within to pass into places far beyond the position of the bottle (cf. II Cor. 

2:14-16).  Who is sufficient for these things?  Not one of us!  But whoever chooses to 

believe into Christ beyond himself will experience such a fullness, regardless.   

 

 


