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“He delighteth not in the strength of the horse; he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man.  The Lord taketh 

pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his mercy.”     

–– Psalm 147:10-11 

 

 There is almost nothing more comforting than familiarity, ability, knowing 

something.  To have a useful skill, to know how to navigate through difficult roads – 

either geographical or metaphorical – gives us a sense of confidence and security without 

which we are left feeling vulnerable.  To the human mind, inability is no way to build 

one’s kingdom, for it leaves one open to failure.  To know, to know how, to know what; 

these things work as a fortress for the mind, keeping one safe and protected. 

 This is not the way the Lord orders His kingdom, however.  He is constantly 

searching for the weak, the unable, the ones who most certainly do not know, through 

which to usher in His kingdom.  He has no use for human knowledge and know-how; as a 

matter of fact, if you are tuned in to the Lord the next time you function in such a 

manner, you will find the Lord to be remarkably absent.  He cannot be where we are.  If 

we desire for it to be Christ living in us, we cannot be living. 

 This is exactly what Psalm 147:10 is saying.  There is no measure of human 

strength, be it small or great, that the Lord delights in.  What pleases Him most is a soul 

that will throw itself upon the mercy of the Lord, afraid of its own potential apart from 

Christ rather than being proud of it, and that finds all the safety and knowledge it needs in 

knowing the living God. 

 The passages of Scripture come flooding in: “But God hath chosen the foolish 

things of the world to confound the wise… that no flesh should glory in his presence” (I 

Cor. 1:27, 29).  God will never use human strengths and knowledge.  The sooner we turn 

from them as our means of proceeding, the more purely God’s glory will shine out of His 

habitation. 

 “Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 

kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3).  I used to believe that this verse referred to converting 

to Christianity.  I have come to believe that Jesus was addressing a certain smugness in 

his disciples.  It is therefore and exhortation for us to convert from a confident self-

sufficiency that keeps us from drawing near to Jesus to the trusting innocence of a child, 

who must depend upon its elders for its very existence.  Until we cast ourselves upon the 

Lord in this way, we cannot truly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

 “Though I might also have confidence in the flesh… but what things were gain to 

me, those I counted loss for Christ” (Phil. 3:4, 7).  Those things that make us appear 

competent and knowledgeable cannot coexist with true knowledge of the Lord. 

 “And though I… understand all mysteries, and all knowledge… I am nothing.”  (I 

Cor. 13:2).  Here is a proper estimation of ourselves in light of Christ.  All of our talents, 

our education, our skills, are nothing in light of Christ living in His people as Love. 

 “Knowledge puffeth up, but love edifieth.  And if any man think that he knoweth 

anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know” (I Cor. 8:1, 2).  When we think 

we know something, we come to have an inflated view of ourselves.  However, when a 

believer ceases to build himself up through knowledge and begins to put others first by 



Christ, the entire body of Christ benefits as we labor to help it become what God has 

made it to be.  To be self-confident in one’s own knowledge is ignorance in God’s eyes!  

Why?  Because it cuts us off from other members of the Lord’s body. 

 “Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me” (II Cor. 12:9).  Instead of fighting our weaknesses and frailties, 

we ought to be rejoicing in them!  In trying to buttress ourselves into impregnable 

fortresses of fleshly strengths and abilities, we lock out the very Lord we say we want to 

know.  Those who pay attention will begin to realize that the Lord is working hard to 

dismantle our self-built strengths, and our drive for strength is blocking Him at every 

turn, thus leaving us apart from Him in our every day existence. 

 The Lord responds to our weakness and neediness not by making us stronger and 

more able but by flooding us with His Son.  Yet it is not enough for us to admit our 

frailty.  He is pleased with those who plead ignorance and inability, but only if those 

weak ones will, after acknowledging their lack, deliberately turn to the Lord to be their 

strength and wisdom. 

 He delights in those believers.  It is what He wants from us.  Since we are, in fact, 

naturally base and foolish despite our best efforts, it would be best to be what we always 

were anyway.  The deceptive front of self-importance and the foolish mourning over 

whatever real or perceived lack we see in ourselves simply will not do for those who 

claim to be the sons of God.  As we turn from ourselves to fear the Lord and hope in His 

mercy, we will be delighted to find His favor resting upon us.   

 

 


