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Part I: Jesus Our Friend 
 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 

— John 15:13 

 

“I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.” 

— John 15:15 

 

 The twelve disciples were the men Jesus preferred during his earthly ministry.  He 

chose them for training.  He ate, slept, and traveled with them.  He regularly confided in 

them.  The disciples were able to talk with Jesus in a way that no one else in Israel had 

the freedom to do.  Jesus and His disciples were very close, indeed. 

 How special the disciples must have felt to be so close to Jesus, to hear all of the 

beautiful things that He told them as He heard them from the Father.  Perhaps the 

disciples felt a sense of importance as Jesus imparted to them things that He told no one 

else.  That last Passover that they shared must have been a precious time, as Jesus shared 

from His heart the things He wanted them to always remember.  

 Jesus called the disciples His friends because He told them what He knew.  He 

confided in the disciples as friends and said so in John 15:15.  Yet just before telling them 

this, Jesus said something else.  He said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 

lay down his life for his friends.”  Take a moment to reflect upon this verse in light of 

what Jesus was about to go through, and how that would affect His disciples.   

 For His friends, Jesus was about to experience such a disturbing turn of events that 

those very friends would forsake Him out of terror and self-preservation.  For His friends, 

Jesus would have to leave them with their fears and sorrow, in apparent abandonment, to 

give His life for them.  And then, after being raised, He would have to go away to His 

Father.  These actions do not appear to represent the love of one friend toward another.  

 Everyone knows that a good friend is there for you and stays by your side through 

tough times.  Jesus, however, was not there for His disciples in their darkest hour.  He 

was not by their side when they seemed to need Him most.  He did not come down off 

the Cross and seek out His disciples to comfort and reassure them.  The disciples might 

have even been tempted to believe that Jesus was not such a good friend, after all. 

 Usually we interpret John 15:15 to mean that friends ought to support and take care 

of each other, that they do things together, and create a generally supportive and 

nurturing atmosphere in which each person in the friendship can thrive.  I do not think 

that is what Jesus was saying here.  On the contrary, I think He was revealing to His 

disciples a turning point in His relationship with them.  He was saying that it is much 

greater to lay down one’s life for one’s friends than to simply be friends.  In other words, 

there is a difference between the affection and behavior that usually defines friendship 

and loving a friend the way that Jesus loved His friends.   

 Cross-love is a higher kind of love than friendship-love.  For Jesus and His 

disciples, the time for friendship was over and a new relationship was about to begin.  

The end of the former and the beginning of the latter can be found at the point were Jesus 

laid down His life. 



 How would you like it if your best friend said that he would always do what was 

best for you?  You would probably be grateful.  And then what if that friend said that to 

do so would mean leaving you forever and that you would not see him again in your 

lifetime?  You might not be so happy about that.  What is more, the whole dynamic of the 

relationship would have to change.  What the two of you used to enjoy doing together, 

you would not be able to do anymore.  That era of your friendship would be over.  This is 

exactly what Jesus did to His disciples, and He called it laying down His life. 

 When Jesus went to the Cross, the kind of friendship that the disciples had with 

Him came to an end.  It wasn’t that Jesus was no longer their friend; it was that He had 

changed from a form that facilitated friendship to a different form that resulted in a new 

relationship. 

 Now, if Jesus’ friendship with His disciples essentially came to an end at the Cross, 

what was the point of their ever being friends with Him in the first place?  The disciples’ 

friendship with Jesus is validated by the Word that He was able to pour into them before 

He went to the Cross.  As Jesus’ friends, they were given insight into the Word of God 

that no one in history had experienced (cf. Matt. 13:16-17).  Jesus limited His remarks 

about His Cross to His disciples, His friends (cf. (Matt. 16:21).  And the only people 

present at the Last Supper to hear Jesus’ final words about their new relationship with 

Him in union were His disciples (cf. Jn. 14-17). 

 As short as the disciples’ earthly friendship with Jesus was, it was quite meaningful.  

The friendship served as a preparation for something greater that was yet to come.  

Within the realm of friendship, Jesus was able to deposit within His beloved disciples the 

spiritual reality that they would enter after His resurrection and ascension.  And while it 

may have seemed distasteful at the time, Jesus ending their earthly friendship by going to 

the Cross showed the highest form of love He could: He laid down His life for His 

friends. 



Part II: Ending at the Cross 



 

 In the previous newsletter, we examined how Jesus was a friend to his disciples and 

what that meant.  In this section, we will look at the disciples’ friendship with Jesus and 

the its value to Jesus, both during His ministry and in His death. 

 That the disciples loved Jesus was obvious by their devotion to Him.  They 

followed Jesus, they ministered to His needs, and they stayed with Him when others grew 

offended and left.  They knew Jesus the way few people of their day did.  They drew near 

to Him to seek to understand more than what He taught the multitude.  And in following 

Jesus, they gave more than three years of their lives to Him. 

 Few of us could ask more of any friend than what the disciples gave to Jesus, yet 

after all they had been through together, the night Jesus was arrested would see the 

disciples do something they had never done before: they would forsake their Lord in fear 

for their own lives.  They left Jesus to die alone as they went into hiding. 

 Why would they do such a thing?  Did the disciples not love Jesus after all?  Of 

course they loved Him.  The problem was that their love for Him could not withstand the 

all-encompassing death of the cross. 

 The disciples’ friendship with Jesus was sufficient as long as they were able to 

relate to Him on an earthly basis: they could follow Him to the next town, they could pass 

out the bread He had multiplied, they could absorb His teachings.  None of these things 

were wrong.  In fact, they were godly activities, so their friendship with Jesus existed 

within the realm of that which was of God.  Nevertheless, those same activities were 

earthly and therefore not destined to endure.  As a result, neither could their present 

relationship with Jesus endure, for it had been built upon those things. 

 When Jesus goes to the cross, we cannot follow.  It does not matter how committed 

we are to Jesus, how much we love Him, and how friendly we are.  When the time comes 

to go to the cross, we cannot go, for that is the domain of Christ and Christ alone.  A 

friendship is an allegiance of at least two, but the only way we can experience the 

resurrection from the death of the cross is to be One.  Only in being joined to Jesus can 

we have a future past the cross.  No friendship can withstand the death of the cross and 

come to see resurrection on the other side.   

 Jesus called His disciples His friends, but that did not keep them from denying Him 

and running from Him when the time came for Him to give His life.  Human love cannot 

fathom such an act.  Human friendship cannot fellowship in death, burial, and 

resurrection, and it certainly cannot go to the cross for others.  This is why the disciples 

ran.  They were still relating to Jesus from an earthly stance, the place from which only 

human love can spring.  Our love does not pass through the cross, not because it is bad, 

but because it originates in us. 

 Although the disciples’ friendship with Jesus was precious to Him while it lasted, 

the twelve had to finally accept that their friendship with Jesus, as precious as it was, had 

come to an end.  After the cross, things could never go back to the way they had been.  

The old had been put away, and the new had come. 

 Even so, we who are Jesus’ disciples today must come to see the need for our 

human ways of relating to be put to death.  Earthly relating can serve a purpose for 

awhile, but it must finally be gathered up in the death of the cross and laid in the grave, 

where it will remain forever. 



 Lest we forget the goal of the cross, it is important to recognize at this point that the 

Lord is not trying to take away the people that are important to us.  The purpose for 

losing one’s soul is that the believer might receive it again unto life.  The purpose for 

friendship to come to an end in the cross is so that instead of loving a few people of our 

own choosing by our own ability, we might love all men by His.  He is trying to move us 

from human love to divine love.  The rejection of the one is only to make room for the 

other. 

 Friendship is a pre-cross relationship which comes to an end in death, whether in 

Jesus’ death on the cross or by our personal understanding of that death, to make way for 

the higher reality of living by the life of Christ.  In this sense, friendship is only a shadow 

of what is truly in God’s mind and heart for the Lord’s body. 

 When we are finally convinced that our earthly love is a good thing that has kept us 

back from something better, and when we recognize that it has been put away at the 

cross, we will turn from our own way of loving to something new, something greater.  In 

the new way of resurrection, we will find more love and fullness of relationship than we 

could ever know by simply befriending the Lord and others.  We will have tapped into 

Jesus’ death, out from which comes His Body and family, where His love and life will 

flow. 
 

 



Part III: My Brethren, Our Brethren 

  

“Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God and your 

God.” 

– John 20:17 

 

 In the last two articles, we have examined friendship and how it ends at the cross.  

We have seen that anything human finds its end there.  What we have not yet discussed is 

what kind of relationship finds its beginning in the resurrection.  In this final article of the 

series, I would like to look at what sort of relationship we have with others when we 

begin to dwell in Christ. 

 When Jesus met Mary after His resurrection, He spoke of his disciples in a different 

fashion than He had at the last supper.  Remember, in John 15:13-14, Jesus called His 

disciples His friends, but after the resurrection, He calls them His brethren.  This is no 

accident or casual choice of words on Jesus’ part.  Something had taken place in Jesus’ 

death and resurrection that brought His disciples into a relationship more intimate than 

what they had possessed with Jesus before. 

 “Brethren” is a much more intimate term than “friend”, for those who are brethren 

share the same life and Father.  By the cross, the Lord has elevated us to family status, 

and He is no longer ashamed to call us brethren.  How did this happen?  Hebrews 2:11 

says that the raised Son and those who are in Him are “all of one”.  We were raised from 

the dead by the Father when Jesus was, which means that we were raised by the same life 

(cf. Rom. 8:11). 

 Many of us would agree that our relationship with God has changed by virtue of the 

cross, but have our relationships with other believers also conformed to the cross?  Jesus’ 

death put away the first creation along with all of its relationships, and His resurrection 

brought forth not only a new relationship for man and God by Jesus Christ, but also a 

new sort of relationship among those who are born again.  We freely call other believers 

“brethren” and “the body of Christ”, but do we value them the way we value Jesus?  

After all, they are not only “members of Christ” (I Cor. 6:12) but “members one of 

another” (cf. Rom. 12:5).  To have been made one with Christ means that we have also 

been made one with the rest of the body of Christ by the same unbreakable bond of life.  

To whatever degree we judge ourselves to be in Christ, we must also judge our brother. 

 What is true in Christ must begin to filter down into His members – us.  At some 

point in time, each believer must make a decision whether he or she will relate to others 

based on feelings and personal preferences or by the cross.  Will we choose a few 

preferred friends upon whom we will pour out our love and devotion, or will we subject 

our preferences to the all-encompassing death of the cross that we might be a yielded 

vessel of love to all of the Lord’s people?  While relating to earthly friends based upon 

feelings might be more gratifying to the soul, it also denies the new creation that was 

brought forth in resurrection.  Living by feelings stifles the life of Christ within the 

believer, as it is not given the opportunity to manifest in love toward all the members. 

 Isn’t it strange that what feels free and natural to us is in reality more binding and 

limiting?  Human love always reinforces its smallness through its self-centeredness.  

Jesus’ unceasing love is impartial and unaffected.  It flows unhindered to every member 

of His body.  Jesus shows the same devotion and care to the smallest members and the 



most important.  If Jesus lives in you, should He not have the freedom to truly live?  

Should He be required to yield to our likes and dislikes? 

 I am not saying that we aren’t supposed to care about anybody or that if we were 

really spiritual we would not need to have any enjoyable relationships in our lives.  It is 

just that human love is selective; it is limited in its capacity and terms by which it will 

expend itself.  At some point human love will be exhausted and the person will have 

nothing left to give.  Human love operates upon personal preference and how the other 

person will be of benefit to others. 

 Cross-love, on the other hand, judges the man in Christ to be dead and now alive 

unto God.  Cross-love does not prefer any individual over another but loves based upon 

proper judgment.  Cross-love frees us from the limitations of human love, giving us the 

ability to love all without reserve.  No matter how many people a yielded believer loves, 

no matter how often such a believer pours out the Lord’s love upon others, he is always 

ready to give himself away because such a one has discovered the unceasing flow of 

eternal life. 

 Too often, we believers fight to retain hold of what is good instead of moving on to 

what is better.  To have preferred friends and loved ones is good; there is nothing wrong 

with these relationships.  But being dead to oneself, to deny one’s very own life to 

embrace the life of another is better, much better. 

 If every believer did just that, if we yielded our rights to have a few close friends 

upon whom we pour out our love in order to accept freely all whom God has accepted in 

Christ, what a beautiful manifestation of Christ there would be!  God’s kingdom would 

come and His will would be done on earth, as it is in heaven.   
 

 


