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I am the vine, ye are the branches.  He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit.” 

— John 15:5 

 

  There are different ways that the life of Christ is made evident in the believer.  The 

fact that the believer is a branch at all signifies the flow of life.  Christ cannot be the life 

of the believer without him taking on the form of a branch because it is only as we abide 

in Christ that we have life in us.  The branch’s beginning, then, is bound up in the vine.  

As the branch shoots forth, it relies upon a steady flow of life from the vine.  Its 

connection to the vine guarantees the constant reception of life that is inherent in the vine. 

 The branch is the believer who abides in Christ, the true Vine.  The believer finds 

his beginning in Christ and maintains and ever stronger joining with  

Him as he continues to draw upon Christ as his only source.  In this way, the believer 

grows.  As a branch, he will grow larger and stronger, ever in the image of the vine, until 

he reaches the level of maturity at which it is possible to bear fruit. 

 Fruit takes on a different form in the manifestation of life from the branch’s form.  

Fruit is a different thing altogether, for it is the manifestation of life as it appears outside 

the branch.  Before the branch yields fruit, the only evidence of life is the growth of the 

branch.  Other than that, the life is hidden within the branch.  But fruit-bearing is the Life 

made visible.  It is fruit, with its altogether different form as life exposed, that the 

Vinedresser desires. 

 A believer can shout “Christ is in me!  Look how much I am growing!  It is because 

of the Life of Christ in me!” all day long, but it is not the same as bearing fruit.  Of 

course the Father desires that the branch might grow, but it is based upon his primary 

desire for fruit, which is true increase.  While the growth of the branch is evidence of Life, 

it is not to goal of the Vinedresser.  The growth of the branch is a means to an end: a 

branch that is sturdy and established that it bear much fruit. 

 While it is exciting to sense the movement of the Lord within and see ourselves 

“branching out” in the things of the Lord, this is not an increase the way that fruit is an 

increase.  Strictly speaking, it is the growth of the branch that the Life within first brings 

about.  This growth is not to be ignored or put down, for it is the precursor to maturity, or 

fruit-bearing. 

 Still, we must not confuse branch-growth for fruit, for the make-up and the 

functions of the two are extremely different.  The believer is the branch; Christ is the fruit.  

That is the first difference.  As one who abides, the believer will never be fruit, but the 

branch – or channel – through which the fruit comes. 

 The second difference is that fruit gives nourishment to the eater, while gnawing on 

a branch never helped anyone.  The hungry heart will be satisfied with the sweet 

sustenance of Christ yielded by the abiding believer, but the abiding believer will never 

satisfy someone with a piece of himself, no matter how big his branch is. 

 Finally, a grown branch cannot propagate – or bring increase – the way the seed 

within the fruit is able to do.  A branch thrown to the ground will wither and die.  Fruit 



thrown to the ground will cast its seed, and new growth in the image of the parent tree 

will spring up in its place. 

 I wonder how many believers, after coming to the realization that Christ is in them, 

are satisfied with the hidden flow of life within, thereby overlooking any lack of increase.  

And yet, what can be more disappointing to a vinedresser than a barren vine?  It is 

impossible that the Lord intended our personal growth to be our primary concern, for that 

would be a direct contradiction of the function of the branch, which is to be the vehicle 

for fruit. 

 This is not to say that a believer who has not borne fruit should grow worried over 

his state and begin to try to bring forth increase.  Christ alone is the increase.  As long as 

that believer continues to become established in his connection with the Vine, increase is 

sure to follow.  The branch’s sole responsibility is to abide.  Everything else is up to the 

Vinedresser’s care and the flow of Christ within. 

 While it cannot be disputed that branch-growth is evidence of the Life of Christ 

actively flowing within the Vine, it would be a mistake to take branch-growth as 

evidence of maturity.  Let us be ever mindful that personal growth is not what is foremost 

in the mind of the Vinedresser.  Fruit is his desire and His goal; He will be satisfied with 

nothing less than that.  Neither will the branch that is properly abiding in the vine be 

satisfied with anything less than yielding Christ to the Father.   

 


