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David, and Solomon 

Part Five: Saul 

 

Chapter Sixteen: Saul’s Many Battles to David’s One 
Battle 

David and Goliath 

We are trying to view the book of I Samuel in light of Saul not being the king. David is 
the true king. He was anointed, and Saul was rejected. We tend to think that because Saul 
was the one visibly sitting on the throne, that he is the actual king. But every action of 
David’s after chapter 16 is the action of an anointed king, the one that God has chosen 
and anointed. Everything Saul does are the actions of a rejected king. He is the one to 
whom God is not speaking. The Spirit of the Lord has departed from him and has nothing 
to do with his kingdom.  

Also remember that Saul took the kingdom to himself, which was stated in I Samuel 
14:47. He took the Lord’s kingdom and made it his own, and he is now governing for his 
own benefit. Everything he does, every decision he makes, every action he takes, are all 
in self-interest, and the Lord has nothing to do with it. The Lord is not backing anything 
Saul does, while everything David does is anointed and blessed of God and is in the will 
of God. 

This brings us to the story of David and Goliath, which is not the story of a little boy who 
defeats a big evil giant. Instead, we have an account of what happened when the true king 
of Israel took his place, and how that affected Israel. It is the king who appears to fight 
Goliath at this time. There is an order of how God moves on behalf of His people and 
works through His people. If you know how to tap into that, then this story is not nearly 
as surprising as if you only judge by the seeing of the eye. Clearly, David’s victory is 
what is to be expected for those people who believe the Word of the Lord and walk in it. 

We do not know the amount of time that elapsed between David’s anointing and when 
Goliath began to defy Israel, but in the confrontation between David and Goliath in I 
Samuel 17, the King is revealed for the very first time. If we study the characteristics of 
David in this chapter, we will understand the basic premises upon which he works, the 
basic premise of this David, in whom we are gathered. 

When David confronted Goliath, he did so as the head of one kingdom confronting the 
head of another. The final outcome was that the head of one kingdom removed the head 



of the other. And though Saul continued to sit on the throne, he had no part in that 
victory. He was not the head of the kingdom of Israel. He did not fight the battle, nor was 
he allowed to assist in any way (cf. I Sam. 17:38-39). Self was excluded from this battle, 
and the victory was complete without his help. 

Our self-life can strut around and sit on the throne all it wants, but when it comes right 
down to where things really matter, he does not fight or assist in the Lord’s battles. Christ 
our head fought our enemy and removed his head. We may still be in charge, but the true 
king is known by his victory. If we want to win the battle, we have to let David fight it. 
He defeats (indeed, has already defeated) the enemy whether he is actually sitting on the 
throne or not. He is still the king, and he is still the One God helps. If we want victory, 
then we must identify in David’s battle.  

Single Combat 

The problem that Israel had with the Philistines here is not simply an issue of Goliath 
being a bully. Remember, the Lord had given Israel this land; it belonged to them. The 
Philistines were a grim reminder to Israel that they had been unable to possess it. This is a 
matter of Israel not knowing how to live in their victorious position in Christ. They are 
under bondage to their enemies, just like so many times before in the book of Judges, 
because they were living in the natural realm instead of living in Christ. That Israel was 
intimidated by Goliath is proof that nothing has changed; they were still living in the 
book of Judges. Because Israel had not yet found their place in Christ, because they were 
still living in the natural, their natural response was fear when they saw a strong giant in 
the natural defy them.  

It is the same with us today. Why do we react in fear? We see the giant’s resources. He is 
tall, strong, and possibly a skilled fighter. Perhaps he has mighty weapons. We, in our 
natural minds, take inventory of his strong points and our weak points. We may not know 
how to fight. We may not have the proper weapons – remember from I Samuel 13:22 that 
there was a weapons shortage in Israel. If we compare our resources to our enemies’ and 
we come up short, then we will become afraid.  

This is why Saul was afraid. Saul, a type of the self-life, always draws on what is strong 
in the flesh to fight his battles. He always took the strong and the mighty men in Israel to 
fight his battles for him. He had gathered to himself everything the flesh has to offer, and 
his armies were found lacking in light of Goliath. The Philistine found Saul’s weakness, 
for he cannot win fighting one-on-one. He was afraid because he was about to lose his 
kingdom, not because Israel was off from the Lord and not following His Word. His was 
a self-preserving fear. 
It is interesting that Goliath called for a one-on-one battle, for it sets David up for a 
significant victory later on. Saul does not think this way. He does not understand two 
representatives in combat determining the outcome for an entire people. He does not 
understand the whole partaking of the victory of the One. Saul does not operate by the 
Word of the Lord, which was that He had given them the Land, and all they had to do 
was take it. All he knows is that Goliath is stronger than any of his men. This is how the 



self-life thinks, always sizing up a situation by one’s own strengths and weaknesses. The 
individual cannot fight the Lord’s enemies. It will never work. 

The Viewpoint of the King 

When David went to visit his brothers in the Israelite encampment, he was disturbed by 
Goliath’s disrespect for the armies of the Lord. What disturbed David even more was that 
Israel believed Goliath’s insults over the Word of the Lord. When he spoke up in defense 
of God’s Word, he was scorned by those to whom God’s Word applied because to them, 
he was only a boy who knew nothing of warfare. 

What Israel failed to understand was that David’s viewpoint, mind, and words were those 
of a king, not of a boy. But Israel was so out of tune with the Lord that the Lord’s point 
of view coming out of the mouth of David offended them, and they accused David of 
wrong motives. The self-life will think that the Spirit of Christ is over-spiritualizing, and 
anybody operating by it has their head in the clouds. But the self-life is enmeshed in the 
circumstances, and cannot see from the Lord’s point of view.  

The King at War 

It is too difficult in the natural to fight something of the magnitude of Goliath, but David 
said in verse 45, “I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom thou hast defied.” Here we see the contrast between the natural might of 
the Philistine and the name of the Lord of hosts. Here was someone who understood 
drawing not upon one’s own resources to fight the Lord’s battles, but upon the Lord’s 
resources. It is the King who fights by the Word of the Lord instead of by natural 
abilities.  

David is a warrior, and our first glimpse of this new King is of him doing battle. Joshua, 
too, was a warrior, and much of his leadership had to do with taking the Land in battle. 
But David’s first battle is a pivotal one, in that a shift is made into a new way of fighting 
the enemy. The Philistines were a formidable opponent. Moses avoided the Philistines 
altogether while leading Israel through the wilderness, and Joshua never confronted them 
while taking the Land. Saul fought the Philistines constantly, but he was never able to 
subdue them, and they would not be subdued until well into the reign of David.  

Here for the first time, however, with the exceptions of Samson and Samuel, we have a 
decisive victory over the Philistines. In driving out the inhabitants of the Land, the 
Philistines are related to the reign of the self-life, which must be removed before the 
Philistines can be vanquished. Joshua did not drive out the Philistines because he is not 
the administration of Christ that deals with the self-life. Christ as David deals with the 
self-life. David is the only one who can fight the Philistines and subdue them. 

When the ark of the covenant went into bondage, it went into bondage to the Philistines, 
the ark representing the Lord who dwells among His people. It was mentioned previously 
that the state of Israel’s spiritual condition can be gauged by the location of the ark. 



When the ark was in Shiloh under Joshua’s time, Israel was enjoying vibrant spiritual 
life. But when the ark was carried off by their conquerors, it reflected the lack of 
understanding prevalent among the nation for some time concerning the Lord who was 
among them and in Whom they were to dwell. Their victory would manifest as they lived 
from that place.  

It is significant that the ark, when it did go into bondage, went into bondage to the 
Philistines. During the entire reign of Saul, the ark was never returned to its proper place. 
It returned from the Philistines into the borders of Israel, but it remained in an 
individual’s house during the reign of Saul. We have God in His people greatly hindered 
and away from the place where He is supposed to be dwelling, and it is reflected by 
Israel’s bondage to the Philistines. The Philistines hinder a corporate expression of 
Christ. Each man was doing what was right in his own eyes. They had a king who sought 
to benefit himself and who was governed by a life that resided within himself instead of 
drawing from the Lord. The ark of the covenant is out of place, and the Philistines were 
agitated and up in arms while Saul was reigning. 

When we see Christ as Joshua, taking the Land is a certainty. When we see Christ as 
David, we will be gathered up into One, and we will vanquish certain enemies by being 
in One. To do so, the self-life must be put to death at the Cross. 

Governing by Headship 

First of all, then, this new king is a warrior. The second characteristic of this king is that 
he governs by headship. David is the one man who goes out to battle on behalf of Israel 
and wins, and the rest of Israel are made partakers of His victory. This is an excellent 
picture of what Jesus did at the Cross for us, and our relationship to the victory that was 
wrought at the Cross on our behalf. 

Goliath was defying the Lord of hosts, Jehovah Sabaoth, the Lord of His armies. Psalm 
24:10 says, “Who is this king of Glory? The Lord of hosts...” He is the Resurrected One 
who has many members and who vanquishes His enemies. He is the One who already has 
the victory, for He has been raised up. He is the Lord of hosts because He has a many-
membered body. Moses had declared many hundreds of years before that the enemies in 
the Land had been done away at the Red Sea.  

On the other hand, Saul, the center of his own universe, thinking that this little battle is 
his battle and therefore the most important battle and must be won, has a completely 
wrong viewpoint. He has forgotten the purpose of crossing the Jordan to begin with, and 
has forgotten the Word of the Lord.  

David saw from the Lord’s point of view. Goliath was uncircumcised and not in covenant 
with God. Israel was circumcised and in covenant with God, and the Land was theirs. 
Based on this, Goliath had to be defeated. It did not matter how strong he was or how 
inexperienced the man was who challenged Goliath. David fought the Lord’s battle on 



the Lord’s ground, and in so doing became a type of Christ for us in that we allow David 
to fight Goliath. We do not fight the battle any longer.  

The victory over Goliath was David’s victory. It was imputed to the rest of Israel, and 
Israel both partook of the blessings of that victory and executed what was won on their 
behalf. David won the victory, and Israel followed through. The head of the Philistines 
died by the head of Israel, the king. Then everybody who was in David plundered those 
who were in Goliath. After Goliath was killed, Israel fought the Philistines on the basis 
that David had already won the battle. They did not start an entirely new battle when they 
chased down the Philistines and plundered them. They plundered the Philistines based on 
one victory; they were not trying to achieve a new victory of their own.  

When David slew one man, he defeated the entire nation. He is a warrior king, and he 
rules by being One. There was only one victory that day. There was only one fight, and it 
was between David and Goliath. This is exactly how Jesus did it! He defeated the devil, 
and the devil’s entire kingdom was defeated. I Samuel 17:51-53 shows all of Israel 
partaking in David’s victory. When their enemies’ champion was dead, Israel routed the 
rest of the Philistines based on the victory that David achieved. Likewise, we defeat the 
enemy in our own lives based on Jesus’ victory at the Cross. It was Jesus’ victory, but we 
execute that victory in defeating those who are a part of that kingdom. 

Two Different Methods in Battle 

Saul was a great warrior who led many battles against Israel’s enemies (cf. I Sam. 14:47-
48, but his approach to war was very different. The two kings ruled two very different 
kingdoms, and I Samuel 18:6-8 shows the contrast. The women came out and sang, “Saul 
has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” How interesting that they should 
sing this, in light of the fact that David had only fought one battle! He only killed one 
man – Goliath. I Samuel 14:47 says that Saul fought his enemies on every side. He was 
fighting constantly and defeating them. The women sang of him, “Saul has slain his 
thousands.” In contrast, David, in one battle, with one stone from his sling, killed one 
giant, and it was said of him that he had slain ten thousands.  

How can this be? It is because the two kings fought by two different principles. David 
slew only one, but all the citizens of that nation were included in that one. Saul, on the 
other hand, fought many battles, and killed his enemies one man at a time. By fighting 
each battle individually, and by killing each person individually, he had killed thousands 
of enemies, David, on the other hand, by fighting only one battle, and during that battle 
fighting only one enemy, slew tens of thousands.  

Saul made the fatal mistake of thinking that we have to defeat our enemies one at a time 
in order to win the victories that the Lord intended for us to win. He looked at each 
circumstance and each enemy as an individual. It is a lot of work, fighting every single 
thought that we should not think, every single action that ought not to be done, fighting 
every problem, every tendency. Such as task is overwhelming. No wonder people think 
that the Christian life is difficult! But David kills one man and defeats and entire nation. 



It is the principle of abiding in the One. If we abide in Christ, His one victory is all of 
ours. But if we abide in the soul, then we come from a self-centered viewpoint and each 
individual battle is its own battle, with no connection to each other or to the finished 
work of Christ. How hard we must work when we have to fight so many battles! 

When we make Saul’s mistake by thinking that we have to fight everything that confronts 
us, fight battle after battle, and kill enemy after enemy, we will at a certain point find an 
enemy that is stronger than we. David, however, understood that the Land was Israel’s, 
and that Goliath’s words were untrue.  

The blessing of God is not found in us taking it upon ourselves to fight each enemy that 
comes our way. Let the Lord in His work on the Cross face the head of the enemy and 
defeat it by the Cross, and then simply execute the victory based on the victory. Israel did 
not have to win a new victory each time they fought a different enemy. No, their victory 
was wrought when they crossed the Red Sea, and then identified with when they set up 
the memorial of stones in the bed of the Jordan. The victory is already won, and we allow 
the deliverance to manifest through us as we fight based on the finished work. 

David understood this. This is how he fights – and wins! Joshua never fought like this. It 
is the first time that one man fights and all of Israel partakes of the victory. This is 
evidence that all of Israel is gathered in one under David. This is the next step in Israel’s 
development, and it is the next step in ours, as well. Possessing the Land is not enough 
because we still have the potential of doing whatever is right in our own eyes, falling into 
the time period of the judges, and having a Saul in charge. It was the Lord’s mercy that 
He gave Israel Saul as a head, because then He could simply deal with the head instead of 
trying to deal with each individual wrong heart. 

Jesus did not fight one battle on the Cross and leave us to fight a lot of different battles 
against all the problems that seem to defy our faith in the living God. Thinking that we 
are responsible for fighting Goliath is motivated by the self-life. It is not God’s method of 
dealing with those things that defy the Lord. His method is to send the Anointed One to 
fight the battle and we partake of that victory. We need to let Jesus’ battle at the Cross be 
the only battle, instead of trying to take on Goliath by ourselves as individuals in hand-to-
hand combat. Saul knew he could not fight Goliath as an individual. David did not fight 
as an individual; this One, this Head of the kingdom drew solely from the Lord and His 
Word, much in the same way that the Son draws from the Father. Jesus wrought the 
victory, and we who are in Him expedite it in manifestation. 

The Lord was with David not just because he did the right thing. The Lord backed David 
because he was the Lord’s chosen governor over Israel. David governed by being One. 
And when we are in the One, we partake of all the blessings of God. The Lord had 
departed from Saul and had blessed and anointed David. If you identify in David, then 
you are blessed and anointed, too.  

   



 


